


			
		


Skip to content



	
Home

	
Health & Care Professionals

	
About us

	
Donate

	


Sitewide Search
Sitewide search, click to expand













Alzheimer's Disease International (ADI)


	
About Alzheimer’s & Dementia
	
Dementia facts & figures

	
Risk factors and risk reduction

	
Symptoms of dementia

	
Living with dementia

	
Caring for someone with dementia

	
Clinical trials

	
Find local support




	
What we do
	
Capacity building

	
Policy

	
Research

	
Partnerships

	
Accreditation

	
ADI Conference




	
Our members
	
Member associations

	
Benefits of membership

	
Regions




	
Reports & resources

	
News & events
	
Events

	
News




	
Get involved
	
Attitudes To Dementia: World Alzheimer Report 2024 Survey

	
World Alzheimer’s Month

	
Ways to give

	
Staying in touch








Menu

Responsive nav



Search for something


Submit search query
Search




	
About Alzheimer’s & Dementia


Expand dropdown

	
Dementia facts & figures

	
Risk factors and risk reduction

	
Symptoms of dementia

	
Living with dementia

	
Caring for someone with dementia

	
Clinical trials

	
Find local support




	
What we do


Expand dropdown

	
Capacity building

	
Policy

	
Research

	
Partnerships

	
Accreditation

	
ADI Conference




	
Our members


Expand dropdown

	
Member associations

	
Benefits of membership

	
Regions




	
Reports & resources

	
News & events


Expand dropdown

	
Events

	
News




	
Get involved


Expand dropdown

	
Attitudes To Dementia: World Alzheimer Report 2024 Survey

	
World Alzheimer’s Month

	
Ways to give

	
Staying in touch





	
Home

	
Health & Care Professionals

	
About us

	
Donate



	
Donate

	
























Dementia and intellectual disabilities

Why the concern about dementia among people with intellectual disabilities?


Factsheet on dementia, Alzheimer's disease, Down's syndrome and intellectual disabilities.












	

Date:
28th February 2003

	

Author(s):
Arthur Dalton,
Heather Wilkinson,
Matthew Janicki

	

Resource type:
Publication



	

Downloads


Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, English)

Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, Spanish)

Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, German)

Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, Hebrew)

Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, Japanese)

Dementia and intellectual disabilities (Full version, Chinese (traditional))

The Edinburgh Principles (Full version, English)






Everyone has to face the prospects of the increasing health risks that are associated with the expectation of living longer than ever before. Increased life expectancy is the result of discoveries that have led to major improvements in health over the past several decades. However, with longer life the risk of dementia is expected to show a corresponding increase in the general population. Ageing individuals with intellectual disabilities (ID), a condition of lifelong limited intellectual, social and vocational capabilities, are also living longer and healthier lives because they share in the same benefits of medical discoveries. Consequently, they are also at increased risk of developing dementia.

This factsheet answers the following questions:

	How many people with intellectual disabilities are affected by dementia?
	How are people with Down’s syndrome affected differently by Alzheimer’s disease?
	How is dementia diagnosed in people with intellectual disabilities?
	What services do individuals affected by dementia need?


The Edinburgh Principles, referred to by the factsheet can also be downloaded from this page. The principles were produced by the Edinburgh Working Group on Dementia Care Practices and adopted by the IASSID Council in 2001.
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Updates on ADI and member association activities, news and events. Plus regular features including our research update and 'My Perspective'
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